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v1.0b - comprehensive 
The 2008 RNC Official Visitor’s Guide was compiled and 
distributed by Save the Children Collective with the intent to 
centralize essential information for participants of the 2008 
Republican National Convention protests in Minneapolis and St. 
Paul, Minnesota.  All of the information provided in the pamphlet 
is freely available on the Interwebs.  The vast majority was made 
available by the RNC Welcoming Committee, with additional 
information from Macalester SDS, the Protest RNC 2008 coalition, 
Starhawk, and others.  All material was compiled independent of 
those groups and without their knowledge.  Free distribution for 
the intent of disrupting the RNC or preparing for future resistance 
against capitalism and the state is encouraged, so long as content is 
distributed in its entirety and no profit is made. 
 
For more information about this pamphlet, contact Save the 
Children Collective at <savethechildrencollective@gmail.com>.  
 
For more information about the anti-RNC protests, visit: 
http://www.nornc.org 
http://www.protestrnc.org 
http://minnesotasds.org/macalester 
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Community Resources 
 
 

Coldsnap Legal Collective is a legal collective 
based in the Twin Cities. We are an 
autonomous collective whose purpose is to 
work in solidarity with other groups or 
individuals in order to EDUCATE, EMPOWER, 
and SUPPORT the radical community by 

sharing knowledge, raising awareness, and developing a network 
of legal support and solidarity. Although we are currently focusing 
on preparations for the upcoming RNC, we are excited to be 
working in the long term to strengthen our community with legal 
support and resources.  http://coldsnaplegal.wordpress.com 
 
Jail Support Hotline: (651) 356-8635 

 
The North Star Health Collective includes health 
care workers, students and community activists 
committed to creating a meaningful response to 
the Republican National Convention (RNC) in St. 
Paul September 1-4, 2008. We will coordinate 
and provide health care services, resources, and 
training to ensure the safety of our community - 
the weeks before, during, and after the RNC. 
Thousands of community members and families 
are expected to attend protests against the RNC. 
It is all of our responsibility to make the RNC 
protests safer for everyone.  

 
We believe in a broad definition of health that includes human 
dignity and rights for all. We reject the idea that health care 
should be distributed based on ability to pay.  
http://northstarhealth.wordpress.com 
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The Convention 
 
The playbill has been printed, the tickets have been sold, and on 
September 1st, 2008, the Republican National Convention is 
scheduled to open in St. Paul, MN. The RNC is political theater—
meant to showcase the GOP’s finest actors and send their chosen 
into a spectacular final round of campaigning before the 
November election. But what is spectacular about hiding the 
repressive show of force necessary to keep this system on its 
bloody course? Republicans, like all politicians in this two-act 
tragedy, exist to maintain systems of 
oppression that keep us down—at any 
cost. Our Earth is not for sale and we 
are not mere spectators in this brutal 
charade… who is going to pull the final 
curtain in September? 
 
Basics 
Dates: Sept. 1-4, 2008 
Convention facility: Xcel Energy Center 
Headquarters hotel: Hilton Minneapolis has been recommended 
Delegate Experience venue: Minneapolis Convention Center 
Hotel rooms needed: 20,000 per night at 95 hotels have been 
secured specifically for the convention 
Number of hotel rooms in the metro area: Approximately 35,000 
Cost: Approximately $50-$80 million-15% in goods and service, 
and 85% in cash- plus federal security dollars 
Expected attendees: (all are approximate & estimated numbers) 

• Total: up to 45,000 
• Delegates: 2,000 
• Alternate delegates: 2,000 
• Volunteers: 10,000 
• Media: 15,000 
• Staff, families, guests, etc.: 15,000 

 
Economic impact: According to the Democratic National 
Committee, the 2004 Democratic National Convention held in 
Boston resulted in direct spending of $156 million. 
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We recommend a solution of half liquid antacid (like Maalox) 
and half water. A spray bottle is ideal but a bottle that has a 
squirt cap works as well. Always irrigate from the inside corner 
of the eye towards the outside, with head tilted back and 
slightly towards the side being rinsed. It seems from our trials 
that it needs to get into the eye to help. This means that if the 
sprayed person says it's okay you should try to open their eye 
for them. They most likely won't be able/willing to open it 
themselves, and opening will cause a temporary increase in 
pain, but the solution does help. It works great as a mouth rinse 
too.  
 
For the skin:  
We recommend canola oil followed by alcohol. Carefully 
avoiding the eyes, vigorously wipe the skin that was exposed to 
the chemical with a rag or gauze sponge saturated with canola 
oil. Follow this immediately with a rubbing of alcohol. 
Remember that alcohol in the eyes hurts A LOT. Anyone whose 
eyes you get alcohol in will not be your friend.  
 
Secondary treatments can include: spitting, blowing your nose, 
coughing up mucous (you don't want to swallow these 
chemicals!), walking around with your arms outstretched, 
removing contaminated clothing, and taking a cool shower. In 
fact, it is essential to shower and wash your clothes (this time in 
real detergents--no eco-friendly stuff here) as soon as you are 
able. This shit is toxic, and will continually contaminate you and 
everyone around you until you get rid of it. Until then, try not to 
touch your eyes or your face, or other people, furniture, carpets 
etc. to avoid further contamination.  
 
Remember, it is only temporary, and we are extremely strong.  
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Corporate Sponsors 
3M Company         
AARP 
AFLAC Incorporated 
The Allstate Corporation 
American Wind Energy Association 
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. 
Amgen, Inc. 
Anheuser-Busch 
Archer Daniels Midland Company 
Astellas Pharma US, Inc. 
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals LP         
AT&T Inc.         
Best Buy Co., Inc. 
Boston Scientific Corporation 
Broadhead + Co.         
Burlington Northern Santa Fe 

Corporation         
Cargill, Inc. 
Carlson 
CH2MHill Companies, Ltd. 
Chesapeake Energy Corporation 
C.H. Robinson Worldwide, Inc. 
CHS Inc.         
Cisco Systems, Inc. 
CoBank 
The Coca-Cola Company 
Comcast Corporation 
Ecolab Inc. 
Edison Electric Institute 
Eli Lilly & Co. 
Fagen, Inc. 
Federated Insurance Companies 
First Data Corporation 
Flint Hills Resources, LP 
Ford Motor Company 
Freddie Mac 
Georgia-Pacific 
General Mills, Inc.         
Great River Energy 
Hewlett-Packard 

Hubbard Broadcasting Inc. 
INVISTA 
Koch Industries, Inc. 
Kraft Foods Inc. 
Kraus-Anderson Companies, Inc. 
Land O'Lakes, Inc. 
Lockheed Martin Corporation 
M Design Interactive, Inc. 
Mall of America          
McAfee, Inc. 
Medtronic, Inc. 
Merck & Co., Inc. 
Microsoft Corporation 
Monster Woldwide, Inc.          
The Mosaic Company 
National Association of Home 

Builders 
Northwest Airlines Corporation 
Office Depot, Inc. 
Pentair, Inc. 
PepsiCo, Inc. 
Pfizer Inc 
PhRMA 
Pitney Bowes Inc. 
Polaris Industries Inc. 
Prudential          
Property Casualty Insurers 

Association of America 
Prudential          
Prudential Financial, Inc. 
Qwest Communications International, 

Inc. 
Securian Financial Group, Inc. 
Service Employees International 

Union, CTW, CLC 
St. Jude Medical, Inc. 
State Farm Insurance 
SUPERVALU INC. 
Target 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

The Travelers Companies, Inc. UBS 
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UnitedHealth Group 
United Parcel Service, Inc. 
U.S. Bank 
Verizon Communications Inc. 
Visa Inc. 

Waste Management, Inc. 
Wells Fargo & Company 
Xcel Energy Inc. 
Xerox Corporation

 
GOP Express/Bus Logistics 
 
Bus Staging Lots 

• Kellogg Broadway Parking Lot  
• Ryan Parking Lot (not required if Hospital Lot E is used)  
• Sears Parking Lot 

 
Xcel Center Load Zones 

1. 7th St. between Chestnut St. & Kellogg Blvd. 
2. Smith Ave. between Chestnut St. & Kellogg Blvd. 
3. Smith Ave. between Kellogg Blvd. & 5th St. 
4. 7 Corners Parking Lot 
5. 5th St. between Smith Ave. & 7th St. 
6. Kellogg Blvd. between Washington St. & Market St. 
7. United Hospital Lot E 
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Wash your clothes, your hair and your skin beforehand in 
a detergent-free soap (such as Dr.Bronner's or most eco-
friendly products).  

• We recommend using a water or alcohol-based 
sunscreen (rather than oil-based). If your choice is 
between oil-based or nothing, we advocate using the 
sunscreen. Getting pepper sprayed on top of a sunburn 
is not fun. 

• We also recommend minimizing skin exposure by 
covering up as much as possible. This can also protect 
you from the sun, as can a big hat. 

• Gas masks provide the best facial protection, if properly 
fitted and sealed. Alternatively, goggles (with shatter-
proof lenses), respirators, even a wet bandana over the 
nose and mouth will help.  

 
How to deal: 

• STAY CALM. Panicking increases the irritation. Breathe 
slowly and remember it is only temporary. 

• If you see it coming or get a warning, put on protective 
gear, if able, try to move away or get upwind. 

• Blow your nose, rinse your mouth, cough and spit. Try 
not to swallow. 

• If you wear contacts, try to remove the lenses or get 
someone to remove them for you, with CLEAN, 
uncontaminated fingers. 

• DO NOT RUB IT IN.  
 
Remedies 
We have been doing trials with pepper spray to find good 
remedies and have found some things will definitely help 
minimize the discomfort. None of these are miracle cures; using 
these remedies will help people to feel better faster, but it will 
still take time.  
 
For the eyes and mouth:  
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Prevention: 
For most healthy people, the effects of tear gas and pepper 
spray are temporary. However, for some people the effects can 
be long-lasting and life-threatening.  
 
People with the conditions listed below should be aware of 
these risks and may want to try and avoid exposure. Please be 
aware that in intense actions, police behavior can be 
unpredictable, and avoidance is not always possible.  
Conditions: 

• Folks with respiratory diseases, such as asthma, 
emphysema, etc. risk exacerbation, or permanent 
damage if exposed. 

• Vulnerable people such as infants, the elderly, and the 
immune compromised, risk intensified and possibly life-
threatening responses. 

• Anyone with chronic health conditions or those on 
medications that weaken the immune system, (ie: 
chemotherapy, Lupus, HIV, radiation, or long-term 
corticosteroids such as prednisone) risk exacerbation of 
illness, intensified response and possible delayed 
recovery. 

• Women who are or could be pregnant, or who are trying 
to get pregnant, may be at risk of spontaneous abortion, 
or increased risk of birth defects.  

• Nursing mothers risk passing toxins on to their infant. 
• Folks with skin conditions (ie: severe acne, psoriasis, or 

eczema) and eye conditions (ie: conjunctivitis or uveitis) 
risk an intensified response.  

• People wearing contact lenses may experience increased 
eye irritation and damage due to chemicals being 
trapped under the lenses.  

 
Protection: 

• Avoid use of oils, lotions and detergents because they 
can trap the chemicals and thereby prolong exposure. 
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Convention 
Schedule 

 
September 1:  2:30-10:00pm 
September 2: 6:20-10:05pm 
September 3: 6:20-11:20pm 
September 4: 6:20-10:15pm  
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How They Affect You: 
Both tear gas and pepper spray are skin irritants, causing 
burning pain and excess drainage from eyes, nose, mouth and 
breathing passages. Pepper spray is more popular with 
authorities as an agent of control because of its immediate pain-
causing qualities. It is harder to remove from the skin and has 
the capacity to cause first degree burns.  
If you are exposed to either, you may experience: 

• stinging, burning in your eyes, nose, mouth and skin 
• excessive tearing, causing your vision to blur 
• runny nose 
• increased salivation 
• coughing and difficulty breathing 
• disorientation, confusion and sometimes panic  
• intense anger from pepper spray exposure is a common 

response; this can be useful if you are prepared for it and 
are able to focus it towards recovery and returning to 
the action.  

 
The good news is that this is temporary.  
 
Discomfort from tear gas usually disappears after 5-30 minutes, 
while the worst pepper spray discomfort may take 20 minutes 
to 2 hours to subside. The effects of both diminish sooner with 
treatment. Because pepper spray penetrates to the nerve 
endings, its effects may last for hours after removal from the 
skin.  
 
There are many myths about treatment and prevention. Much 
of this misinformation is potentially dangerous. Some of it, if 
applied, could greatly increase or prolong a person's reaction to 
exposure, or at the very least provide a false sense of security.  
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actions against the electoral conventions in Philadelphia and 
Los Angeles.  
 
Unfortunately, we have no direct experience with these 
chemical weapons in Europe, so please be aware that this 
information is based on research from around the world, but 
experience only from the US.  
What They Are: 
Tear gas (also called CS, CN, or CX) and pepper spray (OC) are 
chemical compounds that are weapons designed to be used by 
the military and police to disperse crowds and subdue 
individuals. They are mucous membrane (the inside of your 
mouth and nose, among other places, are lined with mucous 
membranes) and skin irritants. They are mixed with solvents, 
and delivered through the use of propellants. Some of these 
solvents are registered with the US Environmental Protection 
Agency as causing cancer, birth defects and genetic mutations. 
In Seattle, one batch of tear gas contained methylene chloride, 
a highly toxic solvent which can cause mental confusion, 
headache, tingling of the limbs, rapid heartbeat, visual and 
auditory hallucinations, menstruation cycle disruption, 
spontaneous abortion, and varying effects on lungs and the 
digestive system.  
 
How They Are Deployed: 
Tear gas and pepper spray can be sprayed from small hand-held 
dispensers or large fire-extinguisher size tanks. Pepper spray 
also comes in plastic projectiles which are fired at the chest to 
knock the wind out of a person, who then takes a deep breath, 
of pepper from the burst projectile. Tear gas is most commonly 
deployed via canisters, which are fired into crowds, sometimes 
directly at people. It's important that you know not to pick up 
the canisters without gloves as they are extremely hot. Be 
aware that the time it takes you to throw it will allow you to be 
heavily exposed.  
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** Special Note: President George W. Bush is staying  

at the Minneapolis Marriott City Center,  
with New York and Wisconsin ** 

Maryland - Embassy Suites St. Paul-Downtown 
Massachusetts - Crowne Plaza Bloomington 
Michigan - The Northland Inn 
Minnesota - Hilton Garden Inn St. Paul City Center 
Mississippi - Embassy Suites Minneapolis-Airport 
Missouri - Ramada Minneapolis Northwest & Water Park 
Montana - Best Western Normandy Inn & Suites - Minneapolis 
Nebraska - Best Western Normandy Inn & Suites - Minneapolis 
Nevada - The Saint Paul Hotel 
New Hampshire - Hilton Minneapolis 
New Jersey - Hilton Minneapolis/St. Paul Airport Mall of America 
New Mexico - Holiday Inn Minneapolis Metrodome 
New York - Minneapolis Marriott City Center 
Northern Mariana Islands - Country Inn & Suites by Carlson 

Bloomington at Mall of America 
North Carolina - Holiday Inn Minneapolis Metrodome 
North Dakota - DoubleTree Guest Suites Minneapolis 
Ohio - Radisson Plaza Hotel Minneapolis & The Marquette Hotel 
Oklahoma - Four Points by Sheraton Minneapolis 
Oregon - La Quinta Inn & Suites Minneapolis Bloomington West 
Pennsylvania - Minneapolis Marriott Southwest 
Puerto Rico - Courtyard Minneapolis Maple Grove/Arbor Lakes 
Rhode Island - Hyatt Place Minneapolis Airport-South 
South Carolina - Hilton Minneapolis 
South Dakota - Courtyard Minneapolis Maple Grove/Arbor Lakes 
Tennessee - Ramada Mall of America 
Texas - Crowne Plaza Hotel St. Paul-Riverfront 
US Virgin Islands - Radisson University Hotel-Minneapolis 
Utah - Sofitel Minneapolis - Bloomington 
Vermont - Hyatt Regency Minneapolis 
Virginia - Radisson University Hotel-Minneapolis 
Washington - Crowne Plaza Northstar Minneapolis-Downtown 
West Virginia - Crowne Plaza Bloomington 
Wisconsin - Minneapolis Marriott City Center 
Wyoming - Hilton Garden Inn Minneapolis St. Paul-Shoreview 
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The St. Paul Principles 
 

At an anti-RNC conference held over the weekend of February 9th 
and 10th, a broad spectrum of groups revealed what are being 
called the “St. Paul Principles” of unity for resisting the 2008 
Republican National Convention (RNC). Key organizations 
including the RNC Welcoming Committee and The Coalition to 
March on the RNC and Stop the War are signed onto the 
principles which seek to unite and strengthen the partnerships 
amongst those planning to confront the RNC. This is a departure 
from the sectarian squabbles that have plagued past years’ anti-
convention organizing. Pitting groups of differing political beliefs 
against each other has been a frequent tactic of state repression 
since the days of COINTELPRO. 
 
By drafting the principles together, the co-signing organizations 
are taking historic steps to actively extinguish divisiveness from 
their respective groups. The principles will ensure respect for the 
soon-to-be-permitted march on September 1 by people planning 
non-permitted activities, and in turn, participants in the 
September 1 march will adhere to the principles and do nothing to 
sow division among the many activists coming to the Twin Cities 
to protest the RNC. 
 
The principles are: 
 

1. Our solidarity will be based on respect for a diversity of 
tactics andthe plans of other groups. 

2. The actions and tactics used will be organized to maintain 
a separation of time or space. 

3. Any debates or criticisms will stay internal to the 
movement, avoiding any public or media denunciations of 
fellow activists and events. 

4. We oppose any state repression of dissent, including 
surveillance, infiltration, disruption and violence. We agree 
not to assist law enforcement actions against activists and 
others. 
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What NOT to do: 
 

• Don't put vaseline, mineral oil, oil-based sunscreen or 
moisturizers on skin as they can trap chemicals.  

• Don't wear contact lenses, which can trap irritating 
chemicals underneath.  

• Don't wear things which can easily be grabbed (i.e. 
dangly earrings or other jewelry, ties, loose hair).  

• Don't go to the demo alone, if you can help it - go with 
an affinity group or some friends who know you well.  

• Don't forget to eat food and drink lots of water. 

 
 

CHEMICAL 
WEAPONS 

 
PROTECTION AGAINST TEAR 
GAS AND PEPPER SPRAY, 101  
 
The first thing to remember 
about exposure to these 
chemical weapons is that it is 
not the worst thing that 
could happen to you. The 
hype and fear surrounding 
them is enormous, but in 
reality, if you are careful and 
smart, you should survive it 

with lit tle problem. This information is the result of 
conversations with experts, pepper spray trials done by the 
Black Cross Health Colle ctive in Portland, Oregon, and our 
combined experiences of treating lots of people in various 
actions, including the WTO in Seattle, the IMF/WB in DC, and the 
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Action Fashion 
 

What to Wear: 
 
• comfortable, protective shoes that you can run in  
• clothing covering all your skin to protect from sun and pepper 

spray exposure.  
• shatter-resistant eye protection (i.e. sunglasses or gas mask)  
• bandana to cover nose and mouth soaked in water or vinegar, 

it can aid in breathing during chemical exposure  
• weather-related gear (i.e. rain gear, sun hat, winter clothing)  
• heavy-duty gloves if you plan to handle hot tear gas canisters  
• fresh clothes in plastic bag (in case yours get contaminated by 

chemical weapons)  
• a cap or a hat to protect you from the sun and from chemical 

weapons 
 
What to Bring: 
 
• lots of water in a plastic bottle with squirt top, to drink and to 

wash off your skin or eyes, if needed  
• energy snacks  
• identification and/or emergency contact information only if 

you want to be cited out of jail in the event of arrest  
• just enough money for pay-phone, food, transportation  
• watch, paper, pen for accurate documentation of events, 

police brutality, injuries  
• water- or alcohol-based sunscreen  
• inhaler, epipen, insulin or other meds if applicable  
• several days of prescription medication and doctor's note in 

case of arrest  
• menstrual pads, if needed. Avoid using tampons - if you're 

arrested you may not have a chance to change it (tampons left 
in more than six hours increase your risk of developing toxic 
shock syndrome) 
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GOALS 

 

1. Build Our Capacity – A new 
reality will not emerge by simply 
stopping the 4 day spectacle of the 

RNC. We need folks with an alternative vision to come to the 
Twin Cities and turn their dreams into reality. Start something 
new, be creative, and come ready to build sustainable alternatives 
worth fighting for and defending. The new skills that we teach, 
learn, and put into practice here will allow us to return to our 
communities stronger, smarter, and more empowered. 

2. Crash the Convention – We didn’t get an invitation, but we’re 
showing up anyway. This party will be what we make of it. We 
don’t want to confine our potential by imposing a single vision of 
what success will look like. We recognize that there will be a lot of 
people coming with their own agendas and carefully laid plans and 
want to be open to the diverse tactics that will be necessary to 
accomplish our many goals. Together, we can derail the purely 
ceremonial show of this repressive system and remake it with our 
own hands and according to our own visions. 
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How Do We Get There? 
(the Strategy) 

 
1. Start Strong – Throw all of our energy into 
the first day. We’ll kick this off right and 
stretch the militarized police state out so far 
that it can no longer contain and suppress our 
voices and desires. 
 
2. Transportation Troubles – This includes 
blockades downtown (at key intersections), on 
bridges (10 bridges over the Mississippi River in 
the metro area), and other sporadic and strategic 
targets (busses, hotel and airport shuttles etc). 
 
3. Respect, defend, and be prepared for 
autonomous self-sustaining 
alternatives – Lasting projects 
and spaces will be born out of 
our actions and will need to be 
protected. We also won’t 
knowingly bring the hammer down 
on existing long-term community 
projects. It doesn’t matter if 
we win the RNC battle, if the 
war for our lives is lost.  
 
4. Be inclusive of local communities and respect 
alliances – We are all on the same side of the 
barricades and are trying to build lasting bonds 
for future mutual aid. We may not agree with each 
other on all of our tactics, but that doesn’t 
mean there aren’t venues for us to work together 
and build on the trust and community that already 
exists. 
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close ranks in their own form of solidarity and become adamantly intent 
on punishing somebody. 

Court and plea solidarity 
When we do not choose to use a stay-in-jail strategy, or when we agree 
to move our solidarity out of jail and into the courts, there are still many 
strategies we can use, but the details are more conditioned by the 
specific legal procedures of each province, state or country. The 
principles remain the same: strength in numbers, respect for individual 
choices, coordination not coercion, raising the system's cost, and 
bringing to bear outside pressure. When individuals are singled out in 
spite of all our efforts, our solidarity can move to support for them as they 
face trial, in the form of fundraising, political pressure, courtroom vigils, 
etc. 

Solidarity with other prisoners 
The authorities often try to intimidate us by threatening to throw us in 
with regular prisoners. They may paint fearful and racist pictures of just 
how bad those other prisoners can be. Most often, however, other 
prisoners are supportive or at least neutral toward protesters who 
behave with respect toward them. The criminal justice system in both 
Canada and the U.S. is more criminal than just, and serves as one of the 
prime ways poor people, people of color and oppressed groups are kept 
disenfranchised and disempowered. When we enter into this system as a 
group of protesters, we hold a privileged level of personal and political 
power. When we exercise that power, we need to keep in mind the 
impact of our presence on prisoners who do not have our resources. A 
jail experience can teach us more in a short time about the true workings 
of oppression than years of study. We have an obligation to use that 
knowledge, and our rage, to work for true justice for all prisoners. 



 50 

A liaison to the guards is often helpful in jail, as they will feel more 
comfortable negotiating with one person. However, that role should 
rotate often so that individuals aren't targeted as leaders. To organize in 
jail, keep a neutral profile and avoid confronting the guards. Guards fear 
riots, and are always on the lookout for potential instigators. They will 
often single out aggressive individuals. Whatever your views are on 
violence and nonviolence, fighting the guards inside jail will simply get 
you isolated, hurt, and possibly result in extra charges. Fasting can be a 
powerful strategic tool, but it will rapidly cloud your judgment and make 
decision-making extremely difficult. It's most effective when there is 
outside support and media attention. Consider appointing a 'designated 
eater' to help care for and monitor the health of fasters. 

Resistance inside jail can also be creative. We can use the time to share 
skills, teach each other organizing tools, hold political discussions, plan 
the next action. We can also at times share songs, rituals, poems, jokes, 
stories, and many forms of mutual support and healing. And of course, to 
hold meetings to decide upon our strategy. But don't meet all the time: 
endless meetings can be exhausting and counterproductive. Remember 
that jail cells and phones are monitored. Jail is not the place to regale 
your fellow protesters with tales of your fifty-three previous arrests. If 
people are withholding names, try to avoid discussing details that could 
identify you. Support people should know ahead of time what jail name 
you will use, so they can be prepared to receive collect calls from 
'Muffie'. 

Solidarity demands 
There are many demands that we might make through solidarity, but 
generally they involve pressure for equal and fair treatment in jail and in 
sentencing, for dropped or reduced charges or for a plea bargain we can 
accept that will not be a deterrent to future actions. The legal system 
operates like a giant game in which deals are made every day for 
people's lives. Most people caught in the system do not have the 
leverage and resources we do. As we negotiate our demands, we will 
have many choices to make, and we should bear in mind that we may 
not be able to achieve all of our demands. Pressure for equal treatment 
or sentencing is most effective when people have all done roughly the 
same thing.  

In most legal systems, there is a big divide between acts considered as 
freedom of expression and acts of property destruction or aggression. 
Often the authorities falsely accuse people of violent acts, or charge a 
victim of their violence with assault o n an officer. When they do not have 
a solid case, they can often be pressure d to drop or reduce charges. But 
if they actually have evidence against an individual, they may be 
unwilling to reduce charges regardless of the strength of our solidarity. If 
police have been injured or seriously lost face in an action, they may 
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Tiers and Zones, OH MY! 
 
On the first day of the convention, participants will employ a 
three-tiered direct action strategy to disrupt the RNC. The tiers 
are organized in order of priority according to the number of 
participants; if a small number of participants show up, only the 
first tier will be carried out, but if the numbers are on hand, all 
three tiers will be in effect. 
 
Tier One: Establish 15-20 blockades, utilizing a diversity of 
tactics, creating an inner and outer ring around St. Paul's Xcel 
Center, where the RNC is to take place. 
 
Tier Two: Immobilize the delegates' transportation 
infrastructure, including the busses that are to convey them. 
 
Tier Three: Block the five western bridges connecting the Twin 
Cities. 
 
Those plugging into this strategy will be free to shape their actions 
as they see fit, using the tactics they consider appropriate. As the 
specific blockade sites are established, there may be a system of 
delegating some sites as "red zones" (prepared for self-defense), 
"yellow zones" (peaceful but assertive), and "green zones" 
(aiming to avoid any risk of arrest) so as to accommodate a wide 
variety of creative tactics and involve individuals with differing 
needs and talents. 
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Safe Spaces 
 

Numerous spaces around Minneapolis and St. Paul are designated as “green 
zones” or safe spaces.  These spaces are removed from the intensity of the Xcel 
Center and can be used to decompress or regroup following actions.  They should 
also be respected as safe spaces, so that nothing is done to jeopardize the safety of 
others or unnecessarily draw police attention. 
 
Macalester Youth/Student Convergent Space.  Macalester SDS has established a 
convergent space for young people and students to crash and gather.  Below are 
the “ground rules” for people planning on using/staying at Macalester during the 
Repbulican National Convention protests:  

 
1. Respect students, workers, and 
the space. If you have problems 
with anyone, please contact us 
and we’ll try and solve the 
problem.  
2. Our focus here is protesting 
the Republicans. This should be 
a fun, community-building 
experience. However, protesting 
remains our main focus, not 
hooking up, getting messed up, 
etc.  
3. Diversity of tactics will be 
respected and all discussions of 
tactics should be kept within the 
community. What makes us 
powerful is our diversity.  
4. The cops are not on our side. 
Do not cooperate with their 
repression of fellow activists. If 
you have problems with 
authorities on campus, please 
contact us immediately and we’ll 
try to help.  
5. Bigotry of any kind will not be 

tolerated. This includes, but is not limited to, homophobia, racism and sexism.  
6. Harassment, assault, and violence of any type will not be allowed and will result 
in immediate expulsion from the grounds and possible further action.  
 
We reserve the right to ask you to leave the space if you violate these rules. This is 

our space and we have a responsibility to keep it safe. When you leave on 
September 5th, we will remain and have to deal with whatever problems are 

created. So let’s have a united, empowering experience!  
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A stay-in-jail solidarity strategy needs some coordination before the 
action, so that people are prepared and know what choices to make 
under the stressful conditions of arrest. 

How to Stay in Jail: 

Refuse to sign out - In mass actions, authorities are often willing to 
release most people if they sign a promise to appear for a court date, or 
if they post a reasonable bail. The authorities may also ask people to 
sign statements saying they will not return to a certain action or area. To 
stay in jail, refuse to sign or to post bail. Bail is one of the ways the poor 
are kept incarcerated and people with money get released. Some 
activists refuse to post bail as part of their moral or political stand. For 
others, the choice may depend upon the situation.  

Refuse to give names - Authorities are generally reluctant to free 
prisoners without knowing who we are. For this tactic to be effective, 
protesters should not carry identification to the action. For this reason, it 
needs to be coordinated ahead of time. This tactic also greatly interferes 
with the smooth running of the jail system, and is a tactic generally hated 
by the authorities. It can be a powerful bargaining point in solidarity 
negotiations. However, it's a bargaining point we most often concede in 
the end. Protesters should not hold the illusion that they will be able to go 
through the entire system and be released without giving names. 
Occasionally this happens, but generally not. Supporters should hold the 
I.D. of those arrested and be prepared to bring it to jail or court, if 
necessary. For some activists, giving their name is a matter of pride and 
principle, a n integral part of their understanding of nonviolence, and of 
being willing t o stand behind their actions.  

Protesters who need medication may not be able to employ this tactic, as 
generally to receive meds you need a name and a prescription.  

Additional tactics - Refuse to cooperate with other aspects of 
processing: not furnishing information, fingerprints, etc. Refuse to 
voluntarily go to or cooperate with court appearances or to enter pleas. 

Resistance in jail 

In jail, many forms of resistance can be employed to protect other 
protestors from being isolated, singled out, or physically hurt, to pressure 
e the authorities to provide physical necessities, medical care, 
interpreters, phone calls, access to lawyers, etc. They range from 
refusing to move voluntarily or cooperate with jail procedures, singing, 
going limp, physically protecting individuals ('puppy piling'), refusing to 
answer questions or to speak, fasting, etc. Resistance can be stressful 
and dangerous, and it's wise to choose your battles and conserve energy 
for issues that are truly important.  
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Protesters need to understand that legal teams for actions are made up 
of volunteers who do not have unlimited resources. If solidarity continues 
for a long time, if it moves into court or cases go to trial, additional legal 
support will be necessary and so will fundraising to pay for it. 

Strategic choices 
There are many ways to exercise solidarity, and many choices to make 
along the way. The key choice that needs to be discussed before the 
action is:  

Stay in jail or not 

In-jail solidarity uses our strength of numbers to raise the political and 
economic costs of the system. It cost the authorities both economically 
and politically to keep large numbers of people locked up after an action, 
especially if we can mobilize outside pressure. Large numbers of people 
in jail can give us lots of leverage with the system. But stay-in-jail 
strategies are very costly to us, as well. In situations where jail conditions 
are extremely hazardous to the very life and safety of protesters, we 
want to get people out of jail as quickly as possible and mobilize 
pressure in other ways. In an extended action, or when the authorities 
use preemptive arrests to undercut our numbers, we may want to get 
people back on the street quickly. When legal consequences of an action 
are likely to be minor, an in-jail strategy may not be worth the cost. And 
people may also have individual reasons for getting out of jail as fast as 
they can: family responsibilities, medical conditions that put them at risk 
in a jail situation, work responsibilities, etc. 

Stay-in-jail strategies work best with larger numbers, but they do not 
require unanimity to work. We want to encourage people to do actions 
whether or not they can stay in jail afterwards. Solidarity is no longer 
effective movement building if the costs of an action become so high that 
only the extremely heroic or the chronically unemployed can do actions. 
When people feel judged or coerced into solidarity stands, they often 
react against the whole idea and may be reluctant to do future actions. 
When people feel supported in their choices, they will often make great 
personal sacrifices to support the group. If we're trying to keep people 
out on the street for an extended action, we might want to take 
opportunities to get quickly released from custody. If we have people to 
protect: individuals who might be singled out, internationals who face 
immigration issues, etc., we might employ a strategy that involves 
staying in jail. Or if we are asked to make unacceptable compromises in 
order to be released, for example, posting high bail or accepting 
conditions that might prevent us from doing future actions, we ma y need 
to use in-jail solidarity. 
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Swarm, Seize, Stay 
 

The RNC Welcoming 
Committee calls for anyone 
and everyone who cares about 
a better world than the 
politicians claim to offer to 
"Swarm, Seize, and Stay," on 
September 1st. Our goal for 
Day One is to blockade 
Downtown St. Paul, so that 
the only show worth watching is the one we create in the streets. 
Generally, Swarm Seize, Stay (3S) means: 
 

1. Move into/around Downtown St. Paul via swarms of 
varying sizes, from multiple directions, and with diverse 
tactical intentions. 

2. Seize space through both hard (e.g., lockboxes) and soft 
(e.g., congestion), fixed and mobile, blockading 
methods. 

3. Stay engaged with the situation in downtown St. Paul as 
long as necessary. Regroup. Reinforce. 
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SECTORS 
 

So what’s up with Sectors? 
We’ve divided Downtown St. Paul into sectors based on its 
topography. The motivation of mapping sectors was to 
provide reasonably-sized areas in which various groups- 
large and small, public and private- could start to plan 3S 
actions, with the idea that they could coordinate amongst 
themselves within these sectors. This removes the need for 
any existing organizing body to act as a central point of 
coordination for September 1st, while still avoiding needless 
overlap and haphazardry. This map is meant to be 
descriptive, not prescriptive, and should be understood as a 
working model with the potential to grow and change 
organically from here on out. We welcome thoughtful input, 
as well as information about developing public plans whose 
incorporation into the map would help in organizing efforts.  
 
Sector One: Northeast corner of Downtown St. 
Paul. Mostly condos, with a few churches and small 
businesses. Contains several freeway off-ramps and 
overpasses.  
Pittsburgh Organizing Group; NorthEast Anarchist 
Network 
 
Sector Two: Southeast corner of Downtown St. 
Paul. Contains two bridge entrances, Kellogg Blvd. 
E., Shepard/The Great River/Warner Rd. Bordered 
on the South by the Mississippi River; Includes the 
bluff and the narrow riverfront area just below it. 
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Jail Solidarity 
(From "Solidarity: A Rough Guide" by Starhawk) 

How solidarity works 
We have more power when we act together than when we act alone. 
Solidarity is the way we protect each other in our struggles, share the 
consequences and mitigate the suffering we encounter when confronting 
oppressive power. The purpose of solidarity is to build our movement, 
and to embody our mutual care and concern for justice.  

Solidarity works best when we respect each other's differing needs and 
life circumstances, understand that there are many ways of being in 
solidarity, and coordinate our responses. It does not work when we 
attempt to coerce, shame or inflict guilt upon each other, even subtly.  

Through solidarity, we can pressure the system to treat us fairly and 
justly, to protect the physical safety and health of jailed protesters, to 
treat arrested protesters equally, to prevent individuals from being 
singled out, to improve jail conditions, to resist harsh or unequal 
punishment or sentences that would constrict our future freedom. 
Solidarity puts pressure on the system by raising the social and political 
costs of its oppressive acts, raising the economic costs of holding us in 
jail or bringing us to trial, and by interfering with the smooth running of 
the system. Solidarity can be extremely effective, but it is always 
exercised at a cost. Before deciding on a solidarity strategy, we need to 
know what our intentions and goals are for any given action. 

Outside support 
For any form of solidarity to work, supporters are vital. Their job is to 
bring to bear political pressure on the authorities: calling, writing letters, 
sending emails, holding vigils at the jail, contacting the media, and 
organizing others to do all of the same. Released prisoners can be in 
solidarity with those still in jail by participating in outside support. Support 
should be organized ahead of time for all actions. 

Legal support 
Solidarity negotiations are most often carried out by the legal team, who 
need to understand the protesters strategy, be willing to furnish 
information and help with communications, and to understand that a 
solidarity strategy may be very different from a usual legal strategy. 
Solidarity choices need to be made by the activists, not by the lawyers. 
The legal team does not make decisions for the protesters, but serves as 
their messenger and mouthpiece.  
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search warrant appears correct.  The same goes for any government official who tries to search you, your belongings, or your house. 
Infiltrators and Informants Undercover cops sometimes infiltrate political organizations.  They can lie about being cops even if asked directly.  Undercover cops can even break the law (narcs get hazard pay for doing drugs as part of their cover) and encourage others to do so as well.  This is not legally entrapment. 
FBI and other government agents The essence of the Magic Words – I’m keeping my mouth shut until I talk to a lawyer – not only applies to police but also to the FBI, ICE, CIA, even IRS.    If you want to be nice and polite, tell them that you don’t wish to speak with them until you’ve spoken with your lawyer, or that you won’t answer questions without a lawyer present.  If you are being investigated as a result of your political activity, you can call the National Lawyers Guild at (415) 285-1055; they will help you find a lawyer you can talk to.     
Taking Notes Whenever you interact with or observe the police, always write down what is said and who said it.  Write down the cops’ names and badge numbers and the names and contact information of any witnesses.  Record everything that happens.  If you are expecting a lot of police contact, get in the habit of carrying a small tape recorder and a camera with you.  Be careful — cops don’t like people taking notes, especially if the cops are planning on doing something illegal.  Observing them and documenting their actions may have very different results; for example, it may cause them to respond aggressively, or it may prevent them from abusing you or your friends. 
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Sector Three: Southwest riverside section. Includes 
Eastbound Shepard Rd., and many parking ramps and 
lots, back allies, and parks. Primarily residential, with 
lower-income area starting as you head West from 
Irvine Park. 
UA Mid-Atlantic 
 
Sector Four: Southwest I-35E section. Contains 
several freeway off-ramps. Also contains a hospital, 
with some businesses around that service it and the 
surrounding neighborhood- primarily residential off 
main streets. 
UA in the Bay 
 
Sector Five: Northwest corner of Downtown St. Paul. 
Contains several freeway off-ramps, and on a normal 
day traffic from Minneapolis would enter via this sector. 
Borders the "Free Speech Zone," contains the Dorothy 
Day Center (homeless shelter), a hospital and the 
Cathedral. Sits on a downward slope toward the Xcel. 
UA Midwest; Bash Back!; Snow Swarm 
 
Sector Six: Northern section of Downtown St. Paul. 
Contains several overpasses and freeway off-ramps, 
and part of the march route. Also contains a hospital, 
some elderly care apartments, and high-rises. 
Grey Coast (Pacific NorthWest); Campus Antiwar 
Network 
 
Sector Seven: Central section of Downtown St. Paul. 
Gridded traffic from all directions. Contains part of the 
march route. Mostly high rises, and includes the police 
station. 
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graffiti pattern written on her backpack.  I suspected that she had put up the graffiti.” Cops need more proof to say they have a probable cause than to say they have a reasonable suspicion.  For example, “A store owner called to report someone matching her description tagging a wall across the street.  As I drove up to the store, I saw her running away spattered with paint and carrying a spray can in her hand.”  
Searches Never consent to a search!  If the police try to search your house, car, backpack, pockets, etc. say the Magic Words 2: “I do 
not consent to this search.”  This may not stop them from forcing their way in and searching anyway, but if they search you illegally, they probably won’t be able to use the evidence against you in court.  You have nothing to lose from refusing to consent to a search and lots to gain.  Do not physically resist cops when they are trying to search because you could get hurt and charged with resisting arrest or assault.  Just keep repeating the Magic Words 2 so that the cops and all witnesses know that this is your policy. Be careful about casual consent.  That is, if you are stopped by the cops and you get out of the car but don’t close the door, they can search the car and claim that they though you were indicating consent by leaving the door ajar.  Also, if you say, “I’d rather you didn’t search,” they can claim that you were reluctantly giving them permission to search.  Always just say the Magic Words 2: “I do not consent to this search.”   If the cops have a search warrant, nothing changes — it’s legally safest to just say the Magic Words 2.  Again, you have nothing to lose from refusing to consent to a search, and lots to gain if the search warrant is incorrect or invalid in some way.  If they do have a search warrant, ask to read it.  A valid warrant must have a recent date (usually not more than a couple of weeks), the correct address, and a judge’s or magistrate’s signature; some warrants indicate the time of day the cops can search.   You should say the Magic Words 2 whether or not the 
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pockets unless they feel a weapon.   If the police are asking questions, ask if you are being detained.  If not, leave and say nothing else to them.  If you are being detained, you may want to ask why.  Then you should say the Magic Words: “I am going to remain silent.  I want a lawyer” and nothing else. A detention can easily turn into arrest.  If the police are detaining you and they get information that you are involved in a crime, they will arrest you, even if it has nothing to do with your detention.  For example, if someone gets pulled over for speeding (detained) and the cop sees drugs in the car, the cops will arrest her for possession of the drugs even though it has nothing to do with her getting pulled over.  Cops have two reasons to detain you: 1) they are writing you a citation (a traffic ticket, for example), or 2) they want to arrest you but they don’t have enough information yet to do so. 
Arrest: Police can arrest you only if they have probable cause (see below) that you are involved in a crime.  When you are arrested, the cops can search you to the skin and go through you car and any belongings.  By law, an officer strip searching you must be the same gender as you. If the police come to your door with an arrest warrant, go outside and lock the door behind you.  Cops are allowed to search any room you go into, so don’t go back into the house for any reason.  If they have an arrest warrant, hiding won’t help because they are allowed to force their way in if they know you are there.  It’s usually better to just go with them without giving them an opportunity to search. 
Reasonable Suspicion vs. Probable Cause Reasonable suspicion must be based on more than a hunch — cops must be able to put their suspicion into words.  For example, cops can’t just stop someone and say, “She looked like she was up to something.”  They need to be more specific, like, “She was standing under the overpass staring up at some graffiti that hadn’t been there 2 hours ago.  She had the same 
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
 

Friday, August 29th 
* All Day - Youth/Student Convergence (Macalester) 
 
Saturday, August 30th 
* All Day - Youth/Student Convergence (Macalester) 
* All Day - Lyrical Action Camp (Macalester) 
* Concert: Bands and DJ's TBA (Anti-Capitalist Bloc) 
 
Sunday, August 31st 
* All Day - Day of Action Against Precarity: Solidarity with 

I.W.W. IU640 Organizing (Anti-Capitalist Bloc) 
* All Day - Youth/Student Convergence (Macalester) 
* All Day - Lyrical Action Camp (Macalester) 
* 10:00am-2:00pm - Funeral Procession (Vets for Peace) 
 
Monday, September 1st (Labor Day) 
* All Day - Crash the Convention! (Welcoming Committee) 
* All Day - Sector V Snowswarm (Unconventional Action) 
* 11:00am - March on the RNC to Stop the War 
 ~ Poor People’s Contingent (PPEHRC) 
 ~ Immigrant Rights Contingent 
 ~ Anti-Capitalist Bloc 
* 11:00am-7:00pm - Take Back Labor Day music festival (SEIU) 
* National Truth Commission on Human Rights Violations in 

the U.S. (PPEHRC) 
 
Tuesday, September 2nd 
* 8:00am - Peace Island (until 9/3) 
* 12:30pm-7:00pm - Ripple Effect Music Festival (Substance) 
* 4:00pm-7:00pm - March for our Lives (PPEHRC) 
  ~ Anti-Capitalist Bloc 
* Anti-Capitalist Bloc Panel Discussion 
* Solidarity with Independent Truckers Actions (Anti-

Capitalist Bloc) 
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 The Golden Rule: Never trust a cop. 

The Miranda Warnings The police do not have to read you your rights (also known as the Miranda warnings).  Miranda applies when there is (a) an interrogation (b) by a police officer of other agent of law enforcement (c) while the suspect is in police custody (you do not have to be formally arrested to be “in custody”).  Even when all these conditions are met, the police intentionally violate Miranda. And though your rights have been violated, what you say can be used against you.   For this reason, it is better not to wait for the cops – you know what your rights are, so you can invoke them by saying the Magic Words, “I am going 
to remain silent. I want to see a lawyer.” If you’ve been arrested and realize that you have started answering questions, don’t panic.  Just re-invoke your rights by saying the Magic Words again.  Don’t let them trick you into thinking that because you answered some of their questions, you have to answer all of them. 
Police Encounters There are three basic types of encounters with the police: Conversation, Detention, and Arrest.   
Conversation: When the cops are trying to get information, but don’t have enough evidence to detain or arrest you, they’ll try to weasel some information out of you.  They may call this a “casual encounter” or a “friendly conversation”.  If you talk to them, you may give them the information they need to arrest you or your friends.  In most situations, it’s better and safer not to talk to cops. 
Detention: Police can detain you only if they have reasonable 
suspicion (see below) that you are involved in a crime.  Detention means that, though you aren’t arrested, you can’t leave.  Detention is supposed to last a short time and they aren’t supposed to move you.  During detention, the police can pat you down and go into your bag to make sure you don’t have any weapons.  They aren’t supposed to go into your 
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One of the jobs of cops is to get information out of people, and they usually don’t have any scruples about how they do it.  Cops are legally allowed to lie when they’re investigating, and they are trained to be manipulative. The only thing you should say to cops, other than identifying yourself, is the Magic Words: 
“I am going to remain silent.  I want to see a lawyer.”   Here are some lies they will tell you:  
• “You’re not a suspect — just help us understand what happened here and then you can go.”   
• “If you don’t answer my questions, I’ll have no choice but to arrest you.  Do you want to go to jail?” 
• “If you don’t answer my questions, I’m going to charge you with resisting arrest.” 
• “All of your friends have cooperated and we let them go home.  You’re the only one left.” Cops are sneaky and there are lots of ways they can trick you into talking. Here are some scams they’ll pull: 
• Good Cop/ Bad Cop:  Bad cop is aggressive and menacing, while good cop is nice, friendly, and familiar (usually good cop is the same race and gender as you).  The idea is bad cop scares you so bad you are desperately looking for a friend.  Good cop is that friend.  
• The cops will tell you that your friends ratted on you so that you will snitch on them.  Meanwhile, they tell your friends the same thing.  If anyone breaks and talks, you all go down.   
• The cops will tell you that they have all the evidence they need to convict you and that if you “take responsibility” and confess the judge will be impressed by your honesty and go easy on you.  What they really mean is: “we don’t have enough evidence yet, please confess.” Jail is a very isolating and intimidating place.  It is really easy to believe what the cops tell you.  Insist upon speaking with a lawyer before you answer any questions or sign anything. 
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Wednesday, September 3rd 
* All day until 8:00pm - Peace Island 
* 7:30pm - Rage Against the Machine, Target Center in MPLS 
 
Thursday, September 4th 
* 4:00pm-9:00pm - No Peace for the War-Makers 
 
On-going, Sept. 1-4 
 
Pink and Blue Bloc (Bash Back!) 
Youth/Student Convergence (Macalester) 
 
Also Happening 
 
August 27-31: Vets for Peace National Conference 
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On September 1, 2008, we have a unique opportunity to step onto 
the stage of history. The whole world will be watching as the 
Republicans meet to nominate their next candidate for president. 
We must take to the streets of St. Paul to raise our voices against 
the war and the occupation of Iraq. The politicians who brought us 
this war for oil and control of the Middle East represent an elite 
that will stop at nothing to build up U.S. empire. Theft, torture and 
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 Dealing With Police 
(from Midnight Special Law Collective) 

 
In General When dealing with the police, keep your hands in view and don’t make sudden movements.  Avoid passing behind them.  Nervous cops are dangerous cops.  Also, never touch the police or their equipment (vehicles, flashlights, animals, etc.) — you can get beat up and charged with assault. The police do not decide your charges; they can only make recommendations.  The prosecutor is the only person who can actually charge you.  Remember this the next time the cops start rattling off all the charges they’re supposedly “going to give you.” 
Questioning Interrogation isn’t always bright lights and rubber hoses — usually it’s just a conversation.  Whenever the cops ask you anything besides your name and address, it’s legally safest to say these Magic Words:  

“I am going to remain silent. I want to see a lawyer.” This invokes the rights which protect you from interrogation.   When you say this, the cops (and all other law enforcement officials) are legally required to stop asking you questions.  They probably won’t stop, so just repeat the Magic Words or remain silent until they catch on. Remember, anything you say to the authorities can and will be used against you and your friends in court.  There’s no way to predict what information the police might try to use or how they’d use it.  Plus, the police often misquote or lie altogether about what was said.  So say only the Magic Words and let all the cops and witnesses know that this is your policy.  Make sure that when you’re arrested with other people, the rest of the group knows the Magic Words and promises to use them.  
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Possible Security Perimeter 
                                                                 But really... who knows? 
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murder are part and parcel of the war in Iraq. These politicians do 
not represent us. They have cut programs that serve our needs at 
home, and blame the most exploited for our hardships. 

The government’s response to hurricane Katrina spoke volumes 
about its vision and values, its policies and plans. Racism, 
discrimination, and inequality placed African American families 
on New Orleans freeway overpasses, surrounded by floodwaters. 
This is one of many terrible examples of what’s wrong with this 
country. They attack our democratic rights, our rights to organize 
and our economic well being – from immigrants and the labor 
movement, to abortion rights and gay marriage – the Republican 
agenda is an anti-people agenda. 

Too many times, Democratic politicians in congress have served as 
accomplices to this reactionary agenda of racism, poverty and war. 
In 2008, it’s up to us - anyone committed to peace, justice, and 
equality - to stand up and say no. We are building for a broad 
nationwide mobilization that will challenge the 2008 Republican 
Convention and put forward our vision for this country. We are 
united by a progressive, pro-people agenda, and our insistence that 
the U.S. leave Iraq now.  

During the four-day Republican National Convention, we expect to 
see every progressive movement raising demands in protests on the 
streets of St. Paul. Whether you are building the Labor movement 
in Peoria, Illinois, building solidarity with Palestine, or are 
speaking out against the many injustices that face people at home 
and abroad, you should come to St. Paul for the March on the RNC 
to Stop the War, on Monday, September 1, 2008. Together we can 
have an incredible impact.  

The Republicans picked Minnesota for 2008, betting that activists 
from around the country would just stay home. Politicians who 
support the continuing war in Iraq hope that we will stay quiet. 
Let’s prove them wrong in the streets of St. Paul, Minnesota. 
Together, we can change the world. 
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The Numbers 
 
Total # police in the state of MN:  roughly 10,000 
Total # police in SPPD = about 600 
 
For the RNC: 
• 3,000 - 5,000 Police officers working 12 hour shifts 
• Up to 3,000 officers on duty at any one time 
• Police mostly coming from Twin Cities metro area 
• Estimated 1,000 Secret Service agents 
• 500 to 2,000 members of the National Guard in a backup role 
 
SPPD does not have sufficient auxiliary forces yet. Some counties 
will not send their cops for insurance reasons. 

 

 
 
 

The Spin 
 

The St. Paul police are very PR conscious.  
 

• “We are not Miami,” said Matt Bostrom, the officer in charge 
of convention security. “We want to hopefully develop a St. 
Paul standard.”  

• Police are trying to encourage peace groups to point out law 
breakers, but this campaign has had little success. 

• Police originally claimed not to be engaging in surveillance of 
First Amendment activity. 

• Police promises to the public: 
o no fenced in “free speech zones” 
o protesters allowed “within sight and sound” of Xcel 
o police will not start in riot gear but will keep it in trunks 
o “Non-violent” protesters cited/released within 4 hrs 
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PPOOLLIICCIINNGG  IINNFFOO  
 

The Law 
 
• In St. Paul there is a ‘free speech’ 

law: groups of over 25 with 
political intent must have a 
permit to gather. 

• Minneapolis has passed a similar 
law requesting, amongst other 
things, preregistration for groups 

of 50 or more as a condition of priority. 
• Minnesota state law says property destruction over $300 is a 

felony. 
• Skyway systems contain “public easement” over the street but 

are contained within private property. 
• Bikes will not be allowed on the march route. 
 
The Money 
 
• $50 million from Congress 
• $4.4 million requested by Ramsey County Sheriffs, only $2 

million  
• granted, including:  

o $3 million for detention ($550,000 for a chain link fence 
outdoor holding area- plans for “pens” for protests or 
arrestees have supposedly been erased)  

o $500,000 for Mississippi River patrols  
o $900,000 for “civil disturbance response team” in case of 

“widespread chaos similar to 1999's World Trade 
Organization riots in Seattle.”  
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This September 1 the Republicans will hold their convention to 
nominate John McCain as their candidate to the US presidency. 
The convention will take place at the Xcel Energy Center in St. 
Paul, MN. The Republicans and their leadership have used 
immigrants as playthings throughout their political campaigns and 
for their war. Many of our youth are dying in a war to maintain 
control of oil in another country. That is why this September 1 
MIRAc invites you to march together with thousands of people 
who will come from around the country to say NO to the policies 
this administration is using to criminalize the immigrant 
community. 

We will march together in a Pro-
immigrant Contingent 
 
Meet-up place in St. Paul, MN 
Capitol building: West Steps (Constitution & University) 
Time: 11: 00 a.m. 
 
No to War against Oppressed Peoples 
No to War against the Immigrant Community. 
No to State Terrorism against Latin America. 
 
www.mnimmigrantrights.net 
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March for Our Lives: 
Money For Health Care And Housing Not For War!  
Sept. 2nd, 2008 -- 4 P.M. -- Mears Park, St. Paul, MN  

  
Health care and housing should never be luxuries - not in the United 
States, not anywhere. Toward this end, the Poor People’s Economic 
Human Rights Campaign calls for you to join us as we fill the streets of 
St. Paul, Minnesota in a powerful, peaceful demonstration for the right to 
health care, housing and all economic human rights. We will march 
because as poverty, hunger, unemployment and homelessness grow 
throughout this country, political leaders from both major parties have 
abandoned us. We cannot afford to be silent. We cannot afford to be 
disappeared from the public eye and the political debates as our families 
suffer. This September we will bring together poor and homeless people 
of every race, background and age, students, social workers, union 
members, lawyers, religious leaders, artists and everyone who stands for 
social and economic justice. We will make our voices heard as we 
“March for Our Lives to demand “Money for Health Care and Housing, 
Not for War!” 
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national priority to Food Not Bombs visibly serving free food to 
hungry people, small actions make a big difference.  
 
The more effective we are the more we risk arrest and other 
types of oppression.  The legal system is designed to break us 
down and dehumanize us.  Having a legal support person is just 
one more step toward resisting the criminal “justice” system, the 
corrupt government it props up, and the corporate rulers who use 
this system to oppress and silence us all.   
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numbers and upcoming court dates. 
• If and when you hear from your friends in jail, contact the rest 

of your affinity group and others the arrested folks want 
informed of the situation.  Update those people regularly, 
even if nothing’s changed. 

• Parents should be able to at least leave messages with the 
legal support person and be called back. 

• Be able to arrange travel home for your arrested friends.  This 
can mean arranging something with a friend with a car, 
collecting bus money… 

• Be available until everyone in your affinity group is out of jail. 
• Be able to get messages from the outside world to your 

arrested friends.  This is a HUGE morale booster.  
• Start a call-in or write-in campaign.  Call the mayor, the police 

chief, and other government pawns, or write a letter to the 
editor denouncing police harassment, misconduct, unlawful 
arrests, and/or the attempt to oppress and silence people.  

 
Once people start getting out of jail: 
• Copy (and keep track of) everyone’s paperwork from the cops 

(arrest reports, etc.), jail (booking info, property reports) and 
court (hearing dates, info on charges, etc.). 

• Remind people about their upcoming court dates by calling, 
mailing and emailing them. 

• Have extra Police Misconduct Report forms (available at 
www.midnightspecial.net/materials/PMR.html) for your 
affinity group members to fill out at the action, or after.  
Police Misconduct Reports destroy the credibility of the police 
and thus help people’s criminal defense.  They also lay the 
groundwork for suing the cops.  

• Get your misconduct reports to the legal team (sometimes 
they need to be hand delivered)  

 
Small affinity group actions are catalysts for major social change.  
From ACT-UP in the 80’s making AIDS care and awareness a 
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On the eve of the Republican National Convention, the Service 
Employees International Union (SEIU)—representing 2 million 
working people—will sponsor a festival to celebrate workers’ 
achievements and to promote a New Vision for the 21st Century 
that includes:  

• Affordable, quality healthcare for everyone; 
• Wages that can support families; 
• Freedom to join unions without intimidation;  
• Retirement security. 

In addition to the Labor Day concert, the festival will include a 
You Tube station, a fully equipped blogger lounge, a children’s 
area, and a large audience-participation art project.  

This fall, working people in America have the opportunity of a 
lifetime to change our country and create an America that works 
for everyone. 

The Take Back Labor Day Concert Family area will feature story 
tellers, children’s music, participatory drum circles, somali 
dancers, jingle dancers, art activities, face painters, magicians, 
jugglers, bounce tent, water wars, balloon games, and more! 
Activities begin at noon.  
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Legal Support Person 
 
As the fight against corporate domination becomes more 
effective, the system becomes more aggressive in clamping down 
on resistance. A legal support person helps coordinate support for 
those arrested in his/her affinity groups or communities.  
Although this handout is written with affinity groups in mind, it 
can also be applied to individuals who want to support their 
friends if they are arrested.  
 
There are a lot of roles the legal support person can fill.  Below 
are some examples.  Don’t feel like you’re disqualified if you can’t 
do them all.  Just let your affinity group know your limits so they 
can plan ahead – and maybe someone else can help be the legal 
support person with you. 
 
Before the action: 
• Arrange ahead of time, and let ALL of your affinity group 

members know, a local number that accepts collect calls from 
jail where you can be reached, or that you will be checking 
regularly and frequently. 

• Know as much of people’s info as they’re comfortable giving – 
real full name, arrest history (not just activism related), 
outstanding warrants, responsibilities they need covered if 
arrested, emergency contacts… 

• Know people’s medical info: allergies, trick knees, prescription 
meds, and their doctor’s name and phone #. 

• Have access to people’s IDs, bail money (or sources of bail 
money – friends, parents, etc.). 

 
During the action: 
• DON’T GET ARRESTED. 
• Remind people calling that phones may be tapped (the jail’s 

and/or yours). 
• Get (and keep track of) arrested people’s booking and arrest 
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It is clear that consensus is a time consuming activity. It is 
therefore important for affinity groups to make their fundamental 
decisions prior to going to an action. Discuss in advance such 
questions as: What do we do if faced with a provocateur in our 
group or a nearby group? How long do we want to stay on site? 
How do we respond to police strategies designed to keep us away 
from the site? It helps for an affinity group to define for itself its 
particular goals, or tone. Such general definitions as "Our group 
will always go where numbers are most needed," or "We want to 
be where we will get media coverage," or "We want to leaflet 
workers inside the site," will help a group make decisions under 
stressful and changing circumstances. Be prepared for unexpected 
circumstances by selecting a spokesperson and a facilitator for 
your group for quick-decision making process during the action. It 
will be the spokesperson's responsibility to communicate the 
group's decisions to the action or cluster spokescouncil. It is the 
facilitator's responsibility to quickly and succinctly articulate the 
problem to be discussed and to eliminate those points where 
agreement has already been reached. It is the responsibility of 
everyone in the group to keep the discussion to a minimum if 
quick action is called for. If your point has already been made by 
someone else, don't restate it. A calm approach and a clear desire 
to come to an agreement quickly can help the process. Don't let 
anxiety overwhelm your trust in each other or your purpose in the 
action. Strong objections should be limited to matters of principle. 
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AAFFFFIINNIITTYY  GGRROOUUPPSS  
 

Organize in clusters! Form a group with your friends! Be loud! 
Look exiting! Have fun! What is an affinity group?  

An affinity group is a group of people who have an affinity for 
each other, know each others strengths and weaknesses, support 
each other, and do (or intend to do ) political/campaign work 
together. Most of us will have had some childhood/formative 
experience of being part of a group whether informally, as in a 
group of kids that are the same age and live in the same street, 
suburb or town, or formally, as in being involved in a sports team. 
However, affinity groups differ from these for numerous reasons, 
as explained below, (hierarchy, trust, responsibility to each other 
etc).  

The concept of 'affinity groups’ has a long history. They developed 
as an organizing structure during the Spanish Civil war and have 
been used with amazing success over the last thirty years of 
feminist, anti-nuclear, environmental and social justice 
movements around the world. They were first used as a structure 
for a large scale nonviolent blockade during the 30,000 strong 
occupation of the Ruhr nuclear power station in Germany in 1969, 
and then in the United States occupations / blockades of the 
Seabrook nuclear power station in '71 when 10,000 were arrested 
and again many times in the highly successful US anti-nuclear 
movement during the '70's and '80's. Their use in sustaining 
activists through high levels of police repression has been borne 
out time and again. More recently, they have been used 
constructively in the mass protest actions in Seattle and 
Washington.  

We don't have to use the word 'affinity group' - blockade teams, 
action groups, cells, action collectives etc. have all been used to 
describe the same concept. It would be best to find the most 
relevant name depending on when and where the structure is 
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used. Also, each affinity group can choose its own name. For 
example, at the AIDEX protest, there was a 'Perseverance Affinity 
Group' named after the Fitzroy pub where its members had their 
first meeting. Other names range across a whole gamut of 
political sensibilities (or the lack thereof); from the "Screaming 
Trees", the "Alcoholics against the Bomb", to the "Buckrabendinni 
Action Tribe."  

With whom do I form an affinity group?  

The simple answer to this is the people that you know, and that 
feel the same way about the issue(s) in question. They could be 
people you see in a tutorial, work with, go out with, or live with. 
The point to stress, however, is that you have something in 
common other than the issue that is bringing you all together, and 
that you trust them and they trust you.  

An important aspect to being part of an affinity group is to get to 
know where each other are at regarding the campaign or issue. 
This can involve having a meal together, and you all discussing it 
after you have eaten, or doing some form of activist related 
training together, like attending a nonviolence, conflict resolution 
or facilitation workshop, developing de-arresting strategies if 
needed, working out how to deal with certain police tactics i.e. 
snatch squads, police horses.  

You should all have a shared idea of what you want individually & 
collectively from the action/campaign, how it will conceivably go, 
what support you will need from others, and what you can offer 
others. It helps if you have agreement on certain basic things: 
how active, how spiritual, how nonviolent, how touchy-feely, how 
spiky, how willing to risk arrest, when you'll bail-out, your overall 
political perspective etc. But then again, you may all just work 
together at a job, play music or hike together etc.  

Organization  

Within an affinity group, there are a whole range of different roles 
that it's members can perform. A lot of these roles will be 
determined by the aim or raison d’etre of the AG, but could 
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include a Media Spokesperson, to either talk to / deal with news 
media, a Quick decision facilitator, 1st Aid to take care of people 
that are hurt, a Spokesperson to convey the affinity group's ideas 
and decisions to other AG's, a Legal Observer, and Arrest support.  

As well as these roles within itself the AG can take on a specialized 
role in the way it interacts with other AGs, or operates within the 
breadth of the protest or campaign. There can be affinity groups 
specializing in copwatching, countering "protest hijackers", legal 
observation, catering, communication & cluster liaison, medical., 
clowning, or good old common garden variety blockading. With 
this role focus, each AG can do it's job and support the work of 
other affinity groups. In this way, many affinity groups form an 
interdependent network that achieves so much more than a large 
group of individual activists.  

Within the context of a demonstration, as important as the aspect 
of the AG that is out on the street, is the support crew. They do all 
the mundane stuff, and regrettably don't get the recognition that 
they deserve. They can walk/feed pets, water plants, childcare, 
call employers and freaked out parents/children, pay rent etc. As 
a consequence, more people can participate (and risk more) 
because they have help with these things. The emotional support 
is not to be underestimated; apart from the offers of hugs, kisses, 
and phone calls, people feel safe enough to risk themselves when 
they know that they have emotional support. Support crew can 
also indirectly support direct action by supplying information to 
news media and interested community groups, raising funds and 
providing logistical support, like food, water and accommodation. 
The street aspect of an AG, and its support crew can ( and should ) 
swap round, so that there is a clear understanding within it as to 
the importance of all roles in the group's effectiveness.  

The aim at the end of the day is to look after yourself and each 
other, have fun, and work towards a maximized degree of 
constructive social change.  

Decision-making During Actions  


